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s Religion did always conſiſt 
in an imitation of God, and in 
Da a reſemblance of thoſe excel- 
lencies which ſhine forth in the 
beſt of the moſt perfecting Be- 
ing, ſo we may imitate him with much more 
eaſe, and greater advantage, ſince his ſon was 
manifeſt in our fleſh, and dwelt among us: 
for he was pleaſed to become man, on pur- 
poſe to ſhew us how we might become like 

to God by a daily imitation of his holineſs. 
To our final perſeverance in well doing 
it is neceſſary that we ſhould labour after a 
rational and well- grounded aſſurance of hea- 
ven, and it is not to be preſently expected and 
catched at as ſoon as we are entred into a 
religious ſtate, for there are a great many 
ſtages of religion to be paſt, before we can 
A'2 modeſtly 
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modeſtly expect to arrive at aſſurance in the 
beginning of our religion, when we are juſt 
recovered out ofa viciousſtate, we cannot but 
be ſenſible, if we do at all underſtand our- 
ſelves ; That we are as yet in a great deal of 
danger, and do border ſo very near upon that 
bad ſtate we are eſcaped from, that tis al- 
moſt impoſſible to diſtinguiſh whether we 
are in or out of it, for though we are fully 
purpoſed and reſolved againſt it, yet we 
cannot well divine what will be the iſſue of 
it, our reſolution is yet ſo young, ſo raw, 
and unexperienced, and beſieged with fo 
many powerful inclinations, that we cannot 
confide in it without great folly and pre- 
ſumption ; For aſſurance being the top of 
chriſtian attainment, we muſt aſcend to it 
gradyally, by the intermediate ſtaves and 
rounds of a tried and laſting obedience, and 
not leap up in an inſtant before we have 
taken all the ſteps and degrees that leads 
thither, but though we ought not to be too 
forward in our aſſurance, yet we are bound 
to labour after it in a due and regular way, 
that is, to perſiſt in our obedience to ſuch a 
degree in conformity to the ſtandard of the 
goſpel, as that upon comparing ourſelves 
with it, we may be able without flattery or 
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preſumption to conclude our own ſincerity 


and uprightneſs. | 
I know there is a much ſhorter paſſage 
to aſſurance, and that is by certain unac- 
countable incomes and manifeſtations of 
God's ſpirit, who, as they ſay, doth imme- 
diately whiſper and reveal to them their title 
and intereſt in heaven, no doubt but God 
doth many times ſuggeſt and whiſper un- 
ſpeakable comforts and aſſurances to the 
minds of good men; but then it is to be con- 
ſidered that this is an arbitrarious gift, which 
he ſeldom, if ever, beſtows but in extraor- 
dinary caſes, for he is a wiſe and careful 
father of his children, and knows tis much 
more neceſſary for us to be good, than to be 
tranſported; and that ſuch high cordials are 
neither proper nor ſafe for us but in great 
extremities; and therefore for us to expect 
that he ſhould make them our ordinary 
food and entertainment is an argument of 
our childiſh ignorance and preſumption, 
which like golden dreams will vaniſh when 
we awake, That aſſurance therefore which 
we are to aim at, muſt be founded in the teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience, the ſenſe of 
all which is, that we ſhould not lunit our» 
ſelves to any preſent attainments, but that 
we 
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we ſhould ſtill be proceeding on to farther 
and farther degrees of perfection; for holi- 
neſs is every where enjoined in the goſpel in 
unlimited and indefinite meaſures, and our 
progreſs in it had no other boundary than 
the farthermoſt degree of poſſible perfection. 
An injunction which will keep us to Eter- 
nity to be ſtill aſpiring beyond our preſent 
attainments. 
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A Diſcourſe ⁊vith an acquaintance of the 
pilgrims, about reſting on Chriſt for ſalva- 
tion, in the way to Jeruſalem ; for what 
End Chriſt died; and ſo what it is that our 
faith zs principally to expect. That Chriſt 
7s 4 means to our end: And therefore 


faith m7 go farther than his perſon. 


S they were talking thus to- 
gether, that very Man who was 
the occaſion of their diſcourſe chanced to 
paſs that way; and being of the pilgrim's 
acquaintance, joined himſelf in company to 
them, who perceiving what the argument of 
their. preſent debate was, and being of a violent 
nature, began with greater eagerneſs than 
ever to aſſert his own prejudices, and was 
plainly 
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plainly impatient of any contradiction. He 
rais'd up his voice to a ſtrange height, and 
told them both in flat terms, ; — That they 
adhered too much to their own righteouſ- 
neſs ; that they muſt deny it quite, and reſt 
wholly upon Chr:/? and his merits, believing 
in him for pardon and juſtification ; and in- 
deed his tongue ran at ſuch a rate that the 
father could not get leave to thruſt in a 
word till he had wearied himſelf with his 
own talk, and then he gravely ask'd him, 
have you done, Sir? Yes, replied he; then 
proceeded the father. Let me intreat you 
to remember the old counſel ; %% and fair, 
you run a little too faſt, to make any good 
ſpeed, and as you make too much haſte in your 
diſcourſe, ſo you do alſo in your confident 
reſting upon Chr//t, I grant you, that we 
muſt not depend upon our own righteouſ- 
neſs, — Who will truſt to any thing 
elſe. but the merits, mercy, and power of 
Jeſus, who is raiſed from the dead, and is 
able to deliver us from the wrath to come ? 
But how comes it about that we get thither 
ſo very ſoon ? Why muſt this be mentioned 
as the fir/t thing that faith hath to do, and 
as the only aff that will juſtify a ſinner ? 
What is the reaſon of this torwardneſs, 3 

when 


(8) 


when men ask what ſhall we do to be ſaved, 
you anſwer preſently, cat yourfelf upon the 
merits of Chriſt? For this is your interpre- 
tation of the word, believe, by which the 
apoſtle reſolves that important queſtion, 
Of what uſe is this early confidence, but 
only to make us to flight the commands of 
Chrift, without obſerving of which we may 
on this fuſbian be juſtified, I beſeech you 
conſider it well; and let me know by what 
art it is that men come to climb to the rop- 
without ever touching thoſe that are 
beneath ? Let it be granted, 2 8 
that faith in the mercy of God is 
which our religion a that it is as it 
were the very aper moſt branch of the tree : 
But doth not the tree put forth many amder- 
branches, and muſt we not aſcend by thoſe 
to the higheft ; there are other ads of fc:th 
then, that muſt lead the Way, and where- 
by we go up to that ty confidence; or 
elle it is the mere witchcraft of fancy and 


felf-teve which ſets us on ſo high a pearch : 


Suppole we ſay that we are juſtified only 


by this rruſt in the infinite pardoning merey 


of a loving father through his ſon's blood. 
Let this, if you would have it fo, be 
thought the only act that juſtifies, yet, deth 


not 
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not every body ſee that no man can reaſon-, 


ably take the boldneſs to look for this mercy 


unleſs he ſincerely obeys the Will of God 


Muſt not his faith (for there is nothing elſe 
to do it) firſt produce ſuch an intire and 


uniform holineſs of heart and life as Chriſt 
requires, before he be ſo confident? No 
doubt of it, or elſe it is, merely 8 


It is impoſſible that a man's reliance ſhould 
be ſtronger, with any reaſon, than the reſt 
of the acts of his faith are; and therefore 
ſhould we not ſpeak of faith in ſuch Words 
as will take in all that it hath to do, both 
that which reſpects our duty, as well as that 
which reſpects our benefit ? And then for 
yourſelf I muſt warn you to take great heed 
that one piece of your faith does not out- 
grow another ; do not ſuffer it to ſſoot more 
uþward than it doth downward; and to grow 
in Zallne/s more than in thickneſs and ſtrength : 
I mean, let it not lift up itſelf to heaven in 
aſſurance of God's love, but proportionably to 
its rooteng in lobe and obedience to him. Do 
you not think that Chriſt came into the 
world for ſome end? Nay, was he not ſent 
of God upon ſome high de/izn ? You cannot 
doubt of it, and therefore I will not ſtay 
for your anſiver, But tell me, whit do 
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you think that great end was? Wherefore, 
for inſtance, did he die and ſhed his blood 2 
Was it only that our int might be pardoned. 
Did he ear the croſs, that we may bear 
none ? Is his death to excuſe us from Holy 
living ? But true religion teacheth us that the 
intent of his was, by keeping us from dying 
to make us alive to God; by ſaving us 
when we were condemned; who gave him- 
ſelf for us that he might redbeem us from 
all 7niquity, and purify to himſelf a peculiar 
ple, zealous of good works, Tit. ii. 14. 
Tk death of his ſon reduced things to an 
excellent temper, providing that neither we 
nor God might be damnified, that we might 
not ſuffer for what we have done, and that he 
might not ſuffer by our doing ſtill the ſame. 
That he might be what he zs, and we be- 
come what we ought. That the old origi- 
nal laws, which require our obedzence, might 
remain in force, and the rigour of them not 
be executed for our diſobedience. That he 
might part with ſome of his right, yet, and 
recover all the reſt: In one word, that he 
might be moved to let go his right to pu- 
niſh us, and we not moved to be careleſs 
in yielding him the reſt of his right which 
he hath to our hearty and conſtant obe- 
dence, I wiſh you would conſider this, 
anc: 
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and not expect that God ſhould not require 
your ſervice and obedience; for it is ſo 
much is due, that for the ſake of his ſon, 
he cannot part with his right and dlaim un- 
to it: Nay, I haye a bolder thing to ſay 
than all this, and that is, that the death of 
| Chriſt is ſo far from intending oor pardon 
| only, that it is not the chiefeſt thing that 
he tends: Of the two, the purifying of 


. our hearts and lives was more in his deſign 
, "than the forgivneſs of n, and this was but 
; in order to the other. For though he bare 
* our fins in his own body on the tree, yet 
Z it was for. this end, that we being dead to iu 


t might live unto righteouſueſs. Gal. i. 4.— 
And ſo another apoſtle ſaith, he gave him- 
ſelf for our ſins, that he mught 7 us from 
this preſent evil world. By ſhewing his wil- 
lingneſs to, paſs by our faults, he would 
move us to ackndwledge them, to repent of 
them, and become more dutiful ; And in- 
deed reaſon tells us that Chriſt muſt needs 
have more regard to his father's rights than 
our accommodation. That ſince juſtifying 
faith is to have reſpect to our Sawour and his 
death, juſt according to the intention of 
God in ſending of him, it cannot be ſo lit- 
tle as the caſting ourſelves upon him for 
pardon of fin. For we muſt look upon an 
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ob ect according as it is propoſed, faith can- 
not apprehend Fhings other ways than God 
hath revealed them. It cannot receive the 
ſon of God in any other manner than as 
the father gave him. The conſequent then, 

God himſelf demands your aſſent unto; 
for you ſee that he had another end, and a 
far greater alſo in giving his h for us, than 
the E mee of our offences, he gave him, 

that he might cleanſe us and make us holy 

and unblameable in his fight. Why do you 
not then thus receive him ? Or how'comes 
it about that you will not only put this end 
behind the other; but alſo ſpeak as if juſtify- 
ing faith had nothing elſe to do, but to lay 
hold on the merits of | Chri/t ? Let your 
faith be as large as the goſpel itſelf,” and let 
this be your principal care that it may pu- 
ri your heart. When you expect to be 
juſtified through faith in his blood, remem- 
ber that it was ed to purge your conſcience, 

from dead M orkes to ſerve the living God, 
Heb. ix: 14. Let me ask you another 
queſtion or two; If there was an end, and 
ſo great an one as you have confeſſed of 
Chriſt's coming into the world, then what 
is he but a means unto this end? He died, 

faith the apoſtle, that be might bring us t9 

God, 
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God, 1 Pet. iii. 18, 21. And (by: him ve 


believe in God who raiſed him from the 
dead, and gave him glory that our faith 
and hope might be in God. Our belief in 
God then (which is no ſmall thing but 
comprehends all our duty to him) was the 
end of Chriſt's appearing, and of all he did: 
And therefore muſt not he ſtand in the 
place of a means to it mußt be fo, ſaid 
the other. But what then, continued the 
Father, will become of your ſtaying or lean 
ing on him for ſalvation? ls it not mani- 
feſt that this only is inſufficient for your 
purpoſe? That it will let you fall to the 
ground; and leave you ſhort of your hap- 
pineſs ? Is it not plain that his faith fixes 
itſelf where it ſhould proceed, and reſts in 
the means whereby it ſhould advance to a 
noble end. There is nothing methinks 
more evident than that the faith which juſ- 
tifies a ſinner is not that which laſtly ter- 
minates itſelf in the perſon of Chriſt: And 
which doth not clearly in its own nature 
produce a cordial obedience to God, means 
muſt be uſed and not refedin; from whence 
it unavoidably follows that Chriſt himſelf 
and his merits muſt not be reſted in as the 
laſt: end of our faith; but it muſt go farther, 
| [ aa. Koi 3 
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and beget an holy life. Let us ſo ſpeak of 
faith then, that it may be viſihle whither it 
tends. Let it be ſeen at what it aims at, and 
that it deſigns more than the caſting our- 
ſelves into the arms of Chriſt, that he may 
n, from the uratb to come, Learn, 
eſeech you, before it be too late, that 
Feſus cannot fave a man by a naked confi- 
dence in him, i. e. in his perſon, or any 
thing that he hath done, or can do. All 
they that think ſo; reproach; our Saviour, 
and make him the a of fin, and not 
of nner. They lean upon that faff where- 
with: they' ſhould walks They make him 
to ſtand; in their way, and not to be the way 
unto obedience. They render him an ene- 
my to God, who ſhall keep his ſubjects with 
him and detain them from their duty; be- 
cauſe they make him indeed the end of all, 


and not the means to'our end. 


I 1 


I you Ns me keep my ren St, 
Jon: xiv. 15. 


N theſe. words our Saviour impli- 
citely reproves his diſciples for their 
fond way of expreſting their love to him ; 

by doating upon his bodily preſence, and 


ſorrowing immoderately for his abſence ; 
and 


ST Wy Jy. WY” — 


Av 


- 
D 
Y 
— 
h 
— 


( 15 ) 


and then be expreſly - warns them | to evi- 
dence their love to him by obedience to his 
command. Obſerve Gbri/t requires am obe- 
dient love, fuch a love as produces obe- 
dience muſt needs be a dutiful love; a love 
of reverence and honour to him as a com- 
mander. That the beſt and ſureſt evidence 
we can have of our love to the Lord Fe/is 
Chrift is an univerſal obedience to his com- 
mands; for though we cannot [keep tha 
commandments to a juſt ſatisfaction, yet 
we may perform it to a gracious acceptation z 
and the word my, my commandments, a ſweet- 
ning and alleviating word; Mojes's law an 
unſupportable load, but Chriſt's law an eaſy 
burthen; the law from Sinai dreadful, the 


—_ i — th 


Bleſſed are they that dy his commandments that 


Rev. xxii. 14. FT 

As if Chrift had ſaid, they ſhall for ever 
A be happy in the enjoyment -of me, 
who have here'obey'd me, and lived in con- 
formity to my doctrine and example, they 
ſhall through holineſs, enter the gates of the 
New Feruſalem,—that glorious city, — 
the 


1 


the tree of liſe in it; preſent bleſſedneſs as 
well as future happineſs, belongs to thoſe 
that obey God's will and _ his command- 
ments. 


W. ork. out your own ſalvation wW1 th fear and 
trembling. Phil. 11. 12. 


BSERVE a ſpecial duty which St. 
Paul exhorts the Phillippians to be 
found in the practice of, namely, to work _ 
their ſalvation with fear and trembling, 1 

plying, that it ſhould be every chriſtian's 8 
great work to be daily working out his own 
ſalvation; that is, diligently making uſe of 
all means and faithfulneſs, practiſing all du- 
ties in order thereunto. Note here, the ex- 
cellency of the object propoſed, and that is 
ſalvation, There is ſalvation held forth and 
tendred by God to loſt. ſinners in the goſ- 


pel. . 


For we are \ ſerved by hope, But hope that is ſeen 
is not hope ; for what a man ſeeth why doth he 
yet hope ? —— But if we hope for what 
we ſee not, then do we with patience wait 
for it. Rom. viii. 24. 25. 


WW E are ſaved by hope, that is, we are 
0 at preſent ſupported by hope ; our 


preſent. 
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preſent expectation of our future glorious 
condition beareth up our ſpirits under all 
ſufferings, and carrieth us joyfully through 
all difficulties. Or we are ſaved by hope, 
that is, all the ſalvation which we have at 
preſent is in hope, not in hand, in expecta- 
tion, not in poſſeſſion; heaven in hope, is 
more worth than the whole world in hand; 
and ſeeing there is a certainty of hope, there 
is a certainty of ſalvation, we are ſaved by 
hope. Obſerve next the nature of hope de- 
clared, 'tis an expectation of good things 
promiſed but not enjoy'd, viſion and fruition 
puts an end to hope, none hopes for that he 
already enjoys; hope is converſant about 
things unſeen, as well as faith, faith is the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen, and hope is the expecta- 
tion of thoſe things. The object of hope is a 
future good, a poſſible good, a promiſed good, 
a good promiſed by God, and believed by us, 
Obſerve laſtly, the neceſſary adjunct ; and 
the inſeparable companion of hope, and that 
is patience, and waiting for the good hoped 
for. If we hope, &c. then do we with pa- 
tience wait, Sc. Learn hence, they only 
hope for eternal life aright, who continue 
in the purſuit of it with patience. and per- 
ſeverance ; there muſt be found with us a 

(. Waiting 


waiting patience, a bearing and forbearing 
patience, with a perſevering continuance 
in well doing, if we hope for glory, and im- 
mortality, and eternal life. 


Streu fbchurterhckeghocacteckurt: chuck? 
9UESTION. 


HAT think you of the Antino- 
mian doctrines, which fay, that 
ſins are forgiven from eternity ; that God 
ſees no fin in believers; 1s never angry with, 
nor puniſhes them for their ſins; neither 
need they at any time to pray for pardon, 
but only for the ſenſe and aſſurance of par- 
don? | 
. —5----+.+;1: INS RX 
Verily ſuch doctrines are deſtructive of a 
good life, and are contrary to the deſign 
and end of chriſtianity, 


2UESTION. 
When ſhall a faint get rid of this body 
of fin ? 
AN SV ER. 


When he has put off this body of fleſh ; 
when he hath done breathing, he hath 
then done ſinning, but not till then. 


A- 


wo 


— — 


A LMIGHTY "GOD and met- 


ciful father, who haſt appointed thy 
word to be a light to our feet, and a lamp 
unto our paths, and cauſed all holy ſcrip- 
tures to be written for our learning; grant 
us the affiſtance of thy holy ſpirit, that we 
may in ſuch 'wiſe, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digeſt them ; that by patience and 
comfort of thy holy word, we may embrace, 
and ever hold faſt the bleſſed hope of ever- 
laſting life which thou haſt given us in our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

And ſeeing of thy tender love to mankind, 
thou haſt given thy dear and only ſon to be 
unto us both a facrifice for ſin, and allo an 
example of godly life, give us grace, that 
we may always moſt thankfully receive this 
his ineſtimable benefit, and alſo daily endea- 
vour ourſelves to follow the bleſſed ſteps of 
his moſt holy life ; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the holy ghoſt, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 


. RI RO RON IO ROGOER 
„% » 19 . | 


( 20 ) 


eee. 
. 2 — — 


0 U may perceive who they be 
"AM. that are guilty of church di- 
: & viſions, the ſparks of it are 
2 JFies) kindled when proud and ſelf- 
conceited ' perſons, are brain-ſick in the 
fond eſtimation of their own opinions, and 
heart-fick by a feveriſh zeal for the propa- 
gating of them. ' Ignorant ſouls think that 
the change of their opinions, is made by 
ſuch an acceſſion of heavenly light, that if 
they ſhould not beſtir them to make all of 
the ſame mind, they ſhould be betrayers of 
the truth, and do the world unſpeakable 
wrong, when they cenſure men as they re- 
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ceive or reject their peculiar diſcoveries or 
conceits, Schi/m is in the bud, the fire is 
blown up. When they are defirous to have 
a party ser them and cry them up, and 
perſuading others to be of their mind, and 
do ſpeak perverſe things to draw away diſ- 
ciples after them; and when, by this means, 
the ſame church falls into ſeveral parties, 
againſt each other, abating charity, and con- 
demning one another, as if they were not 
of the ſame body; or as if Chriſt were di- 
vided, one being of Paul, and another of 
Apollos, and another of Cephas, and every one 
of a faction; when theſe people actually de- 
part, and renounce or forſake the communion 
of the church, and caſt off their faithful paſ- 
tors, and draw into a ſeparated. body by 
themſelves, to propagate their /ingular opi- 
nions and increaſe their parties, and ſpeak 
againſt thoſe that are not on their ide, 
Schiſm is ready to multiply, and the ſwarm 
is ready to be gone, and hived in another 
place. Te 

But ſince to deſert the communion of a 
church, is a matter of vaſt moment, it 
ought not. to be done without the greateſt 
caution and tenderneſs : For he that rejects 


the terms of communion, as ſinful without 
juſt 
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juſtenquiry and ſufficient examination, is for- 
mally as much a Schiſinatic, i. e. he is as much 
a rebel in will to Chriſt s ſpiritual authority, in 
his church-delegates and vicegerents, as he 
that raſhly rejects innocent and lawful ones: 
For had it been only the finfulneſs of the 
condition that difpleaſed him, he would have 
made conſcience, before he preſumed to re- 
ject it, duly to inform himſelf whether it 
were finful or no; but by thus rejecting it 
at a venture, without a due enquiry into 
the nature of it, he. plainly ſhews, that 
*twas not ſo much the fin that diſpleaſed 
him, as the authority that impoſed it, and 
that'twas not his conſcience that took offence 
at it, but his humour; and conſequently, 
that he would have had the ſame diſlike of 
it, though it had been lawful and innocent. 
For conſcience, being an a& of the judg- 
ment and reaſon, cannot be offended with- 
out reaſon, eicher real or apparent; and 
without making a due enquiry into the na- 
ture of the thing we are offended at, we 
can have no reaſon that will either warrant 
or excuſe our offence. 

Now to a due enquiry, it 1s neceflary 


that we ſhould impartally examine both 


ſides of the queſtion, and that we are do- 
| ing 


( 23) 


ing ſo, we ſhould keep both ears open to 
the matter in debate, and equally attend to 
what can be ſaid, for, as well as to what 
can be faid againſt it; and that then upon 
a full hearing of both, we ſhould determine 
as near as we can, on which fide the truth 
lies, without favour or affection; for he that 
enquires only what can be ſaid againſt the 
matter he is offended at, doth thereby give 
a plain indication that he is reſolved to be 
offended at it right or wrong: Therefore 
before we reject the conditions of our 
churches communion as ſinful, we are obli- 
ged, under the penalty of wrilful Scbiſin, 
impartially to enquire what is to be ſaid for 
as well as againſt them, and for this end 
to apply ourſelves to our governors and paſ- 
tors, and propoſe our doubts to them, with 
an honeſt teachable mind that is willing to 
be informed; for unleſs we do thus, it's 
plain we are biaſſed by a factious inclination, 
and that we have a great mind to ſeparate 
from the charch's communion. For if we 
were not prejudiced againſt her authority, 
by a /chi/matical temper of mind, we thould 
be as forward at leaft to conſult what may 
be ſaid for her 7mpofitions, as what is ſaid 


| againſt them. 


But 


do? Why, this he knows well enough, 
that *tis his duty in all lawful things to ſub- 


which the church injoined us ſhould be ma- 
terially ſinful, yet to us who neither do nor 


(24) 


But then, if the matters ſhe impoſes are 
ſuch as a plain and illiterate communicant 
cannot judge of, nor comprehend the force 
of the reaſons that make for or againſt them, 
ſuch perſons, in ſuch caſes, are obliged hum- 
bly to acquieſce in the church's authority, 
and not blindly to ſeparate from her they 
know not why.--As for inſtance, ſuppoſe the 
matter impoſed ſhould be ſuch a form of go- 
vernment, or ſuch modes of diſcipline, or 
rights and circumſtances of divine worſhip 
as carry no ſuch apparent evil in them, or 
expreſs contradiction to any command of 
our Saviour as to inable an illiterate chriſtian 
rationally to pronounce them unlawful; and 
whether they be unlawful or no is not to 
be determined, perhaps, without ſome skill 
in' the original languages, and the critical 
acceptations of phraſes, or in- ſight into 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. Now, in ſuch matters 
as theſe where he cannot judge for himſelf, 
what ſhould an unlearned communicans 


mit to the governors of his church, and re- 
verence Chrift in them: For though that 


Can 


( 25 ) 


can underſtand it to be ſo, it will be im- 
puted only as an innocent error, becauſe, by 
following : the church's reaſon where our 
own cannot guide us, we have this to ex- 
cuſe us, that twas by following an autho- 
rity which God himſelf hath ſet over us, 
whereas if we are miſtaken on the other 
ſide, we arè left altogether inexcuſable, and 
therefore in this caſe wherein we are ne- 
ceſſitated to determine one way or the aber, 
to determine on that ſide which makes moſt 
for the church's peace; tis our duty to con- 
tinue in obedience to that church whereof 
we are members, ſo long as it injoyns us 
nothing that is plainly and apparently ſin- 
ful, or do only doubt of their lawfulneſs, 
we are obliged to ſubmit to their authority 
and not to ſeparate from her till upon an im- 
partial enquiry into the reaſons of both ſides 
we are fully convinced that they are ſinful. 
80 for us to ſeparate from the churchis com- 
munion upon uncertian ſcruples and blind 
prejudices, is a very great and dangerous ſin 
againſt the goſpel, tis a manifeſt violation 
againſt Chri/t's authority in his church; tis 
called ambition and tyranny, and condemned 
by Ignatius, therdiſciple of St. Jobn, as the 
original of evils 3 as . fin that ſhuts men 
out 


(26) 


out of the kingdom of heaven, tis ſtiled a 
dehtruBive | ſacrilogions fin, and ito; be: ſuch. a 
Rn as martyrdom itfelf would not expiate; 
and Dionyſuus Alexandrinus affirms; that to 
fuffer mmdriyrdom rather than make a Schiſm 
in tke church is as glorioub an act as to di 
refuſing to offer Jacryfice to idols. 

For Schiſins and unneceſſary backer: of 
church eommirnion, do naturally ſour the 
tempefs of men, and render them peevith 
and nncharitable towards one another. For 
the ſeparating party muſt in their own vin- 
AHeation be fofecd to accuſe thoſe they tes 
pirate from iof! ſomething that may be foul 
ale len te juſtify their ſeparation; and what 

hey Want in. 24d they muſt make up in 

be, 'otHerwiſe they will be look d up- 
Oft as obMtinate Sebiſmatics : And then the 
party they ſepatate from will be ſure to 
deem-iffelf jryurtd; and in its on defence 
be'forced to recriminate, and this will alarm 
the Separatsfs into greater heats and"animo- 
ities. For when once a man departeth 
from an eſtabliſhed - church, there is no- 
thing can; ſetbounds or ſhoves to him, that 
caſi ſtay bim anywhere; or ſet any meaſures 
of changing to him; for when; upon a meer 


Bac or fancy, he hath run from the 
church 


(27) 


church to ſuch a ſect, what ſhould hinder 
him from running from that ſect to another, 
and ſo on from ſect to ſect, till he hath run 
himſelf out of al religion? He is rolling 
down a ſteep, hill, ſo that tis impoſfiblę to 
determine Whether he will go, or where 
he will ſtop, he may perhaps ſtay at ſuch 


an opinion, but if he doth, it is by chance, 


and if he doth not, he will be endleſly ros 


ling from ans opinion to . axotber, and, /hift- 


ing his church, as oft as his almanac ; for 
Schy/m is a large labyrinth, that naturally 
divides into infinite paths and allies; and 
then when he hath wandred a while out 
of one wild opinion into another, and ſtill 
e that the farther he goes, the more 

e is diſſatisfied, tis a thouſand to one if he 
doth not at {z/t ſuſpect and queſtion 40 re- 
ligion, as if the whole. were an intricate 
maze of abſur'd or doubtful opinions, con- 
trived on purpoſe to amuſe men's minds, 
intangle them in endleſs perplexitics; For 
the /chi/matic doth commonly: place a great 
part of his religion in that opinion upon 
which he divides and ſeparates; ſo that if 
once he be diſſatisfied with is, as in all 
propability he will auzc#y be, having begun 


already to ring changes, he will be under a 


9 2 great 


(28) 


great temptation to miſtruſt the the whole 
religion to be as great an impoſtor as he finds 
his darling opinion is; eſpecially after he 
hath run through ſeveral ſetts of opinions, 
and finds them at /aff to be all deſigſions. 
For as weak heads, when they perceive the 
battlements ſhake are apt to ſuſpe& that the 
Foundations are infirm ; ſo e 
ings will be ready to ſuſpect even the fun- 
damental principles f religion, when once 
they perceive thoſe darling noti ons totter, 
which they have confidently preſumed to 
ſuperſtruct upon it, 2. 


From all Blindneſs of heart, from pride, 
vain glory aud hypocriſy, from envy, hatred, 
and malice, and all uncharitableneſs, ** © 
ad ag; i Good Lord deliver us, 
From all feaition, privy conſpiracy, and re- 
bellion ; from all falſe doctrine, hereſy, [chiſm ; 
from hardneſs of heart, and contempt of thy 


word und commandment, | 
en "Good Lord deliver us. 


: 


Cons 


wo 


(29) 


Sb b Schechter, 5 
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e enen 


Concluſion. 
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URE is the knot that rue religion 
ties, 

And love that's rightly grounded never 
dies ; 

Where 3 18 this love become in later age? 

Alas! 'tis gone in endleſs pilgrimage : 

Tis not the holding of thy hands ſo high, 

Nor yet the purer gazing of thine eye; 

'Tis not your mouth,nor yet your antic faces, 

Your ſcripture phraſes, or affected graces: 

No, no, tis none of this that GOD regards ; 

Sych fort of fals their own applauſe rewards ; 

Their words fall fruitleſs from their idle brain, 

But true repentance runs in either ſtrain ; 

It ſadly grieves, and ſoberly laments ; 


It yerns for grace, reforms, returns, repents, 


Yes, 


(35) 


Yes, this is incenſe, whoſeaccepted ſavour 
Mounts up the heay' ply throne, e and e 
favour: | 
Yes, this is he, whoſe ohr never fails 
With GODit ſtoutly wreſtles, and prevails: 
Yes, this it is that pierces heav'n above, 
Never returning home (like Noa#'s dove) 
But brings an olive-leaf, or ſome increaſe, 
That works ſalvation, and eternal peace. 


Fond ſoul beware, whoe'er thou art that 
ſpies 

Anothers fault, that thou thine own chaſ- 
tiſe, 

Leſt like a fooliſh man ; thou judge ano- 
ther, 

In thoſe ſelf-crimes, which! in your Pros: 
you ſmother ;- bas 

Who undertakes to drain his brother' 8 eye, 

Of noyſom humours, firſt muſt clarify 

His own, leſt when hisbrother's blemiſh is 

Remov'd, he ſpies a fouler blain in his. 

It is beyond th'extent of man's commiſſion 

To judge of man: The ſecret diſpoſition 

Of ſacred providence i is lock'd, and ſral'd 

From man's conceit, and not to be reveal'd, 

Until that lamb break ope the ſeal, and come 


With life and death, to give the world her 
doom. I'll 


it 


(31) 
T'll hope the beſt (LORD) leave the reſt 
to thee, 
Leſt while I judge another, thou judge 
me; 
It's one man's work to have ſerious ſight 
Of his own ſins and judge himſelf aright. 


_ Goſpel is law, the myſt'ry being ſeal'd ; 


And law is goſpel, being once reveal'd, 
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